Human beings require potable water for drinking to keep them healthy. Clean, safe and adequate fresh water is vital to the survival of all living organisms. Drinking water affects the health of human beings due to the presence of various dissolved chemical constituents. Problems arising out of chemical constituents in drinking water are different from the problems of microbial contamination. Therefore, consumers should have at least minimum knowledge on quality of drinking water. People across the world depend on ground water for drinking. Ground water is a major source, so based on the importance of the matter; a research topic is taken up on the assessment 
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INtroDuCtIoN
Water is renewable natural resource of earth and sustains the needs of all living creatures in the world 1 and health depends on the availability of drinking water. It is considered a basic human right and a part of effective policy 2 for protection of health.
Groundwater is one of the major sources of drinking water in both urban and rural India and the quality comprises the physical, chemical, and biological properties of ground water. Quantity and Quality Management 3 of groundwater presents the best of current thinking on managing groundwater resources. It focuses on the interrelationship between quantity and quality. Potable ground water is an essential resource, yet it is exploited and contaminated 3 in developed and developing countries.
Water quality has significant role in human health and both natural and anthropogenic effects 4 govern the quality of ground water within a region. Availability of potable drinking water is essential to human health 5 all over the world. If groundwater contains high amount of various ions and salts, using it for leads to various water borne diseases 6 .
Groundwater is considered as one of major part of the purest forms of water available in Nature to serve the needs of rural and urban people. Major part of the Indian populace depends upon freshwater supplies from open wells, ponds, bore wells, natural springs etc. In addition to this, also groundwater is continuously used for irrigation in rural India. Due to increased human population, growth of industrial activities, dumping of industrial waste, improper disposal of garbage, use of fertilizers in agriculture and manmade activities, quality of water is polluted in most areas. Rapid growth in population and the quick pace of industrialization required more potable water and this need affected the quality of water 7 . Enormous use of fertilizers and poor conditions in agricultural development led to the damage of human health 8 .Taking all these factors are consideration, the researchers conclude that people should have at least minimum knowledge on quality of drinking water.
The groundwater quality is assessed to find out the presence of physico-chemical substances and these substances widely change 9 due to the conditions like pollutions of various types, variations in monsoon and overutilization of potable groundwater etc. Therefore, it is mandatory to monitor the quality of potable ground water to alleviate the problem of pollution in water and pollution causing agents are to be controlled. Human welfare has directly related to the quality of ground water. Therefore, monitoring the water quality is one of the essential 10 Except pH, EC and turbidity remaining all parameters are expressed in mg/l (P7, P9, P10, P12, P26, P27, P29, P38 and P39) in Palakonda mandal, these readings are more than the desirable limit 13, 14 .
total Dissolved Solids (tDS) They are the concentration of dissolved chemical constituents in water and it presents the clear idea of salinity. In the sample number V5 in the in Veeragahattam mandal & samples of P2, P7, P9, P10, P29, P38 in Palakonda mandal, remaining all samples in the study area, the hardness content is within the desirable limit as per BIS.
Chloride (Cl -)
It originates from Sodium Chloride, which is present in water from soil and rock. This shows the quality of potable ground water and if it is in excess concentration, it mighat have been mixed with sewage or seawater. In this study area, all the samples are having Chloride content within a permissible limit as per BIS.
Fluoride (F -)
Except the samples V2, V9, V13, V17, V20 and V39 in Veeraghattam mandal, all the remaining samples in the research area, the content of fluride concentration is within the desirable limit as per standards.
total Alkalinity
Except a few samples in Veeraghattam mandal( samples V1, V2, V3, V5, V20 and V39) and Palakonda mandal( samples P4, P26, P27, P38 and P39), all the remaining samples in both areas are within the desirable limit. The phenol constituent is not identified in the samples and the nitrite is under desirable limit in the entire research area.
Based on the results obtained, evaluation of quality of underground water for potability in the selected areas of Veeraghattam and Palakonda mandals, the underground water quality is good as per the limits WHO and BIS. In some sites, some of the constituents are not within the desirable lim. In this aspect, further studies are carried out to identify the causes and solve the problem.
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